last session, continuing the Board, and authorizing the appointment by it of a medical officer. Amongst the candidates for the appointment vacated by the resignation of Mr Simon, are Dr Lethebv and Dr Chalice of Bermondsey, along with Dr Waller Lewis and Dr Borlace Childs. s In the list of the staff of professors who have been selected for the Medical School of the Catholic University, we perceive the name of Dr llobert Lyons, who is now in the Crimea, engaged in the duties of his late appointment.
Lunatic Asylums, Ireland.?The commissioners of inquiry into the erection of Irish asylums, appointed by the Treasury, and consisting of Surgeon Wilkes, the President Medical Superintendent of the Staffordshire Lunatic Hospital, and Mr Donaldson the eminent architect of London, are at present making their official inspections.
Chair of Anthropology in Paris.?The Academy of Sciences proceeded, according to usual custom, to the nomination of two candidates for this chair, vacant Gratiolet.? Gazette Medicale, August 25th. New French Works.?M. Cloquet is about to publish a monograph on Intestinal concretions. He presented to the Academy of Medicine, the other day, the collection of those productions which he has made and which he intends to figure. The classification he adopts, is founded upon the chemical constitution ?f the concretions, and the nature of their nucleus.
M. Verneuil read to the Academy of Medicine, at one of the late seances, an extract from a large work which he is preparing, on the anatomy and pathology of the venous system. The fragment read was on the subject of varices, and the mechanism of their formation. Contrary to received opinion, it is by the deep-seated veins that phtebectasy, or venous dilatation commences, accordmg to M. Verneuil, at least in the lower limbs ; and this fact, which he has assured himself of by careful dissections, promises not only to throw new light on the theory of the formation of varia, but, in the opinion of the author, to assist in the rational treatment of the disease. Extraordinary Literary Piracy.?In the number of the Berlin Monatschrift fur Oeburtskunde for April 1855, there appears a paper, entitled " The Statics of Pregnancy from English Sources," by Dr Helfft. In the course of it, the name of its author, Dr Matthews Duncan, is not mentioned, nor is the name of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal given in which it was published. We would call the attention of the distinguished conductors of the Berlin journal to this ill-judged conduct of their contributor, Dr Helfft.
Border, Medical Society.?At a meeting of the society held at Kelso on the 22d of last month, the president, Mr Alexander, after a suitable address, presented Dr Charles Wilson, in the name of the society, with a very elegant and massive silver inkstand. Dr Wilson, prior to his removal to Edinburgh, had long officiated as secretary to the society, and the inscription on the piece of plate bore, that to him the Border Medical Society owed its origin, and testified to the high sense entertained by his fellow members of his talents, extensive acquirements, and social worth.
The Wounded after the Battle of the Tciiernaya.?The following letter we insert, as illustrating the happy results of prudent foresight, and as highly honourable to the medical service in the French army :?
" Head-Quarters, August 18.
" Monsieur le Marechal,?The Russian army attacked, on the morning of the 16th, the positions occupied on the Tchernaya by some of our Divisions. Our success in repelling them was complete. This victory has furnished a new occasion to the functionaries of the intendance, to the hospital staff, and to the baggage train, of displaying that indefatigable zeal and that unhesitating devotedness with which they have been constantly animated since the commencement of the war.
" Independently of their fixed ambulances, which continue to act on the positions which they occupied precedently, the Divisions of the Tchernaya have each a flying ambulance and means of conveyance sufficient for daily wants.
These means were augmented, at the beginning of the action, by reinforcements sent from head-quarters and from the reserve of the 2d corps. At a later hour, Intendant Paris de Bollardiere, who proceeded to the spot with the Division of the Imperial Guards, also caused the assistance which that Division could afford, to be employed in removing the wounded and aiding in the hospital service. " Thanks to these measures, not a single wounded French soldier remained on the field of battle two hours after the combat; and long before the end of the day all had been carried, in flying ambulances, to the stationary establishments of the 2d corps and of the Quarter-General, and had been there attended to.
The carrying off of the wounded Russians was more difficult and more tedious, not only because the number was so much more considerable, but because it was necessary to go and bring them in part from the right bank of the Tchernaya, and under the fire of the enemy, who, from motives impossible to conceive, never ceased throwing shells on the ground, covered with their own killed and wounded, the whole time that our soldiers were employed in carrying off these latter. That operation was not terminated until yesterday morning. " The number of wounded carried to the ambulances after this combat, was 810 French, of whom 4G were officers, and luG4 Russians, of whom 88 were officers, forming a total of 2474 men, added to the number, already very considerable, of those in our ambulances. I have said above that the wounded French were divided between the ambulances of the 2d corps and those of head-quarters. Whatever might be our desire to treat the Russians in the same manner as our own soldiers, the encumberment of the ambulances rendered it impossible to do so. The officers were sent to head-quarters, and 458 others were divided among the different ambulances. For the rest, I was obliged to establish a temporary ambulance at Kamiesch, turning to account the old wooden house camp, erected there during the winter for the newly-landed troops. Hospital attendants were furnished by the Brigade charged with the works of fortification at Kamiescli. I lie medical staff of the ambulance was very insufficient for such a task, but Admiral Bruat having been pleased to place at my disposal twelve surgeons ?f the fleet, all the dressings were effected rapidly; and yesterday, at ten in the evening, not a single wounded man remained without having been attended to. The administrative service and that of* the pharmaceutical department are besides insured by the permanent hospital establishment at Kamiescli. Sub-Intendant de Preval, having been informed by the telegraph, had had this temporary asylum prepared in advance, and when the wounded arrived at Kamiescli, they found there beds, drinks, and broth ready for them. " I am happy, M. le Marechal, in having a fresh occasion to inform you how well I am satisfied with the hospital service of the army. Every one has shown the greatest zeal and intelligence ; but I cannot too frequently place before your Excellency the names of the two principal heads of the service, M. de Seganville, sub-military intendant, and M. Scrive, physician-in-cliief to the army. " To-day the ships and frigates of the squadron, and the steamers of the administration, will carry to Constantinople about 2000 sick and wounded, so that the number in our hospitals will then be nearly the 6ame as before the battle.?-I am," etc. Look at the pay table in the Queen's army list, and you will see how much better Her Majesty pays the medical than the military officer. In the Company's service the latter is much more highly paid,?not so much in the pay attached to the individual rank, as in the disproportionate number of assistantsurgeons, and the paucity of those above the rank of surgeon, there being no staff-surgeons, and the number of deputy-inspectors (superintending surgeons) ridiculously small.?Yours obediently, Medical Debts?Particulars of Bills.?It has been ruled in Stockton county court in the case of Coates v. Ilornce, " That whatever might be the practice of the profession, if a patient demanded a bill of particulars, a medical practitioner was just as much bound to give it as those in other lines of business."
The plaintiff charged for attendance and medicine in a slump sum.
Calling in a Second Medical Man.?Clark v. Martin. Martin's wife had a difficult labour, and the plaintiff called in Dr Murphy to his assistance. He charged ?1, Is. for himself, and a like sum for Dr Murphy. Negligence and unskilfulness were alleged by the defendant, but the judge, while holding both these charges disproved, refused to allow the guinea paid to Dr Murphy. An Honest Quack.?" An old man," said M. Renardt, on a recent occasion in the Academy of Medicine, " who was possessed of a panacea against rabies, proposed to me to try experiments with his remedy. As we approached a cage in which a decidedly rabid dog was confined, he rushed towards it and presented his arm to be bitten. I stopped him, not without difficulty, and while I was endeavouring to persuade him to give up his intention, this man made a sign to his own son to go and get bitten that he might try the remedy upon him. The son was in his turn prevented, and we then made the following experiment:?the foam of the mouth from this dog was inoculated into three sheep, two dogs, and two horses ; the specific was given to one of the sheep, to one of the dogs, and to the two horses. As it happened, the disease broke out in those very animals in which the remedy was used, while the remaining sheep and the dog which were not treated escaped. We may judge from this example to what a faulty conclusion we should have been led, if, by chance, the contrary result had occurred."
The Philosophy of Drunkenness.?The guests sucked in the joyous fire of the decanters, and kept it smouldering in their inmost recesses, with a bliss only known to the heart which it warmed and comforted. Their eyes twinkled
